January 26, 2011 ' T —
HB279: Providing disaster and emergency services for tribal governments.
Introduced by F. Smith

The Federal government created the reservation system and has granted numerous tribes
sovereign nation status over the years. In doing so, it has created a host of
problems. There are gray areas in the relationships between tribal and State
governments, State agency jurisdiction and responsibilities on reservations, rights
of enrolled tribal members and non-members on a reservation, and differences in what
taxes and fees are paid by tribal and non-tribal residents on a reservation.

For example, a Department of Revenue (DOR) employee (Sandi) told me that enrolled
tribal members who live and work on a reservation do not pay State income taxes on
the income derived from work on a reservation. They do pay State income taxes on any
income that is earned off the reservation.

Another DOR employee (Linda Sather) told me that while property téaxes are paid on fee
simple lands owned by individual tribal members, property taxes are not paid on
tribal lands held in trust. She declined to provide the number of acres of land held
in trust, but there are acreage numbers in the Office of Public Instruction's (OPI)
April 2009 Indian Education for All 'Montana Indians: Their History and Location'.
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/indianed/resources/MTIndiansHistoryLocation.pdf

A spreadsheet with those numbers will be provided to the committee secretary. If my
math and interpretation of the numbers are correct, there are 2.4 million acres on
which property taxes are not paid.

A Roosevelt County Treasurer's office employee {Renee) told me that motor vehicles
owned by enrolled tribal members and operated solely within the boundaries of a
reservation are not required to have current registrations. They are required to do
so if driven off the reservation.

The Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) does not enforce State fish and game laws
on the reservation {at least on the Fort Peck reservation), and the State court
system does not have jurisdiction in matters involving tribal members.

Since tribal governments and enrolled tribal members do not fully participate in
State funding as I've described, and since the Federal government has created and
upheld legislation limiting State involvement on reservations, the Federal government
should continue to handle matters on those reservations.

I oppose HB279 and ask the members of the committee to vote NO on this bill.

Thank vyou,

Cindy Swank

6670 Sleeping Giant View 5102 Road 2041
Helena, MT 59602 Poplar, MT 59255
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